GLASNEVIN BOTANICAL GARDENS. 



RETURN to au Order of ite Honourable the House of Commons, 
dated 17 May 1861 ;— /or, 



COPY “of any Communications that have passed between the Department of 
Science and Art and the Royal Dublin Society, on the subject of Opening the 
Botanical Gardens of Glasnevin to the Public after the Hours of Divine 
Service.” « 



Science and Art Department, South Kensington, 
Sir, 19 March 1861. 

1 AM directed to inform you, that the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland having 
brought before the Committee of Council on Education the subject of opening 
Glasnevin Gardens, Dublin, to the public on Sundays, their Lordships have 
had tlie matter under consideration, and have not hesitated to express their 
opinion that the gardens at Glasnevin should be as freely opened to the public 
of Dublin on Sundays, as the Kew and Hampton Court Gardens are to the 
London public- Their Lordships consider that admission to the gardens on 
Sundays should not be limited to the members of the Royal Dublin Society, 
but that they should be open to the general public after the hours of Divine 
service on Sunday, and that no fee should be charged on that day. 

My Lords are of opinion, that the people of Ireland seem w;ell erititled to 
receive this boon from tlie Royal Dublin Society, as well in consideration of the 
annual grant of 6,000 I made to the Society, as in return for the additional 
votes which Parliament has made specially for the erection of conservatories, and 
for improvements in the Glasnevin Gardens. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretiiry of the (signed) Norman MacUoi. 

Royal Dublin Society. 



Royal Dublin Society, 30 March 1861. 

I AM directed by tlie Council of the Royal Dublin Society, to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 19th inst., expressing the opinion of the Com- 
mittee of Privy Council on Education, that the Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin 
should be as freely open to the public of Dublin on Sundays, as the Kew and 
Hampton Court Gardens are to the London public. „ 

The Council of tlie Royal Dublin Society have not failed to consider this 
opinion with the respect and attention to which it is entitled, and by way o 

reply, beg to submit the following considerations . p__j_ne 

That in the year 1864, when the project of opening the Glaenevia Gardens on 
Sundays was for the first time mooted, the Committee of Botany 
without greatly increasing the staff of assistants, for which 
funds, or depriving those now employed of their only day ^ 

could not be opened to the public with a respect ^ 
tlie property of the Society;” sentiments which the Committee have recently 

"Vitor. two subsequent occasions, after full f 

majorities of the Society negatived ^ hy Parliament 

of the public on Sundays, a garden established and mamtained by Parliament 

for scientific, economic, and educational purposes. _nf pdacated men 

That such an expression of opin on rom a large ^^-ttions 

rty^^coSidS^oln'ofllifd^^^ 

365- 
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due weight by the Committee of Privy Council ou Education before recom- 
XdinI an innovation on the practice of a Society established for other objects, 
Td which, although supported in part by pub he money, is not entirely so. ^ 
That Kew and Hampton Court Gardens being Crown property, and main- 
tained by and under the control of the Commissioners of Woods and Forests, 
theh appropriation rests on the sole responsibility of that department ; whereas 
the Society*! departments being in a great measure dependent on pnblic bounty, 
are like those of the British Museum, liable to be inodified by Parliament. 

That as the Legislalure has not yet authorised the opening of similar educa- 
tional institutions (such as the British Museum, &c. &c.) to the public on Sun- 
days, the Council of the Royal Dublin Society consider they are justified in 
awaiting the decision of Parliament on a question upon which public opinion is 
so much divided, before asking the Society to rescind the resolutions which it 
has already so deliberately passed against the opening of the Botanic Garden, 

Glasnevin, to the public on Sundays. . u • r j i • •0,4.1, 

In conclusion, the Council abstain, from troubling their Lordships with the 
various reasons (many of them of special and local application) which have 
from time to time been urged against the adoption of this proposition. 

I am, &c. 

Norman Macleod, Esq., (signed) JV :E. Steele, m.d.. 

Science and Art Department, Assistant Secretary. 

Sonth Kensington. 



Science and Art Department, South Kensington, 
gij., . ' 27 April 1861. 

I AM directed by the Committee of Council on Education to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 30th ult, and in reply to state that the objection 
urged in that letter, more than once by the, Royal Dublin Society against the 
adoption of the course recommended by the Lord Lieutenant and the^ Committee 
of Council, appears to rest on the claim made by the Society that it is a private 
society, and only in part supported by public money. 

My Lords desire me to remind the Society, that in the year 1836 the Govern- 
ment suspended the vote until it was fully and unequivocally adnntted that the 
property of the Society is held for the public use of the institution only, and 
that the, public shall be entitled to the full and entire use thereof. 

1 am further to remind the Society that, taking a period of six years from 
1854-60, the subscriptions from individual members have averaged only- 1,300 Z., 
whilst the annual grant, besides special grants from the State, has averaged 
upwards of 6,000 1. ■ 

These averages are exclusive of miscellaneous receipts at cattle shows, See., 
averaging for the six vears 1,100 I per annum, which must be considered as the 
produce of both these "sources. Moreover, whilst special subscriptions have been 
raised for particular objects, the amount of which it is difficult to ascertain with 
precision, the State'has contributed in aid of such objects no less than 8,190 1. 
witrhin the same period. . 

It appears also that in the year 1869-60, besides the annual vote of 6,000/., 
Parliament for the first time voted for the repairs of the buildings of the Royal 
Dublin Society, hitherto paid for out of the 6,000 /. vote, a sum of 1,044 /., 
making the anuual Parliamentary votes for that year 7,044/. 

Again, in the year 1860-61, besides the usual vote of 6,000/., the Society 
obtained in addition a special vote of 1,000 /. for the conservatories of the 
Glasnevin Gardens, and further sums for fittings, heating, &c. of 660 1. and 711 /., 
increasing the total receipts from Parliament for this year to 8,371 /, 

Enrther, in the present year, Parliament is asked to vote, in addition to th^ 
usual annual grant of 6,000 /., a sum, of 1,600 /., for erecting a new Palm-ho.use 
in the Glasnevin Gardens, and 883 /. for additions and repairs, making the Par- 
liamentary vote of this year to amount to 8,382 /. 

I am to inform you that the additional expense for admitting the very large 
i;iumbers which frequent H.amptoh Court' Gardens on a Sunday does not exceed 
20 /. per annum, and at. Kew Gardens is about 160 /. per annum. 

, Considering the above circurastandes,, and feeling it to be their duty to render 
^uj^Uc grants as conducive as possible to the impfbvemeht of the habits and tastes 
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of the people, and to affording them, the means of healthful recreationj my. 
Lords are strongly of opinion that the Royal Dublin Society should deal with 
this subject, not from the view of a private society, but as a public institution,! 
and they trust the Society will afford to the working classes of Dublin all the 
facilities for visiting the Glasnevin Gardens they can, subject to any police or 
other regulations which the Irish Government may consider it necessary to 
make. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, Royal Dublin Society, (signed) Norman Macleod. 

Dublin. 



Royal Dublin Society, Kildare Street, 

Sir, 18 May 1861. 

We are directed by the Council of this Society to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 27th ultimo, in reference to the question of opening its Botanic 
Garden at Glasnevin on the afternoon of Sundays. 

The Council have to express their regret that the aim and purport of their 
communication of the 30th of March last would seem to have been misunder- 
stood by the Committee of Council on Education ; and that, from your letter of 
the 27th ultimo, it would appear that the objection of this Society to opening its 
garden had been reported to their Lordships as resting upon the groimds that the 
Society considered itself a private society, and only in part supported by public 
money. 

The Council beg distinctly to state, that they do not rest their objections upon 
such ground, and they do not see, with all deference and respect for the opinion 
of the Committee of Council ou Education, that their letter of the 30th March 
last can be reasonably considered to convey any such claim. 

The Council desire briefly to repeat the grounds which are put forward in that 
letter, viz : — 

The Report of the Committee of Botany of December 1854, confirmed by 
this Society after full discussion. 

The confirmation of the decision then had upon renewed consideration of the 
same point in subsequent years, and upon each occasion by increasing majorities, 
until upon the last discussion that opinion was expressed at a full meeting of the 
'Society by a majority of seven to one. 

That such majoriiy (comprised as this Society is of all classes and denomi- 
nations) must be taken as a fair index of ^he public opinion of - Ireland, however 
a small but. earnest minority may think otherwise. 1 • i 

That Kew and Hampton Court Gardens do not for the reasons stated in that 
letter form analogous cases to that of this Society. 

• That Parliament has not, in institutions of corresponding nature, and under 
corresponding direction as, this Society, authorised their opening on Sundays.^ 

And finally, that there are reasons of local and special application, in connexion, 
with the peculiar situation of , the Botanic Gardens, of Glasnevin, which pi esent 
■cogent reasons why the Society should view the opening upon Sunday with grave 

^The onl-y reference in the Council’s letter of the 30lli March last as to this 
Society being a private one, is contained in the concluding line of, one sentence, 
stating the simple fact “ that this Society, though m part supported by public 
money, is not entirely so,” which words might be entirely expunged from that 
letter without in any way impairing the force of the main arguments therein 

’'Yhe Council beg leave to inform the Committee of Council 
it is a misapprehension to suppose (as stated in your letter of the J 

that this Society ever received any recommendation froni he Excellency t 
Lord Lieutenant on the subject of opening *^B“‘^“"\Gardens upop Si 
afternoon. The Society has hndoubtedly learned f™™ 

reply to a deputation conveying (by way of memorial from above six “ 

cffizLs of Dukn) a request, praying His-Excellenoy. to refuse his assent to the 
proposed opening, his Lordship had expressed himself m general terms 
able to such oplniiig ; ‘but from the same source it lias gathered *at hi= 
Excellency at the same time guarded himself against any statemen calculated o 
prejudge -dhe question,' and -the Society feels assured that 

'■■'= 365 . ' 
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Lieutenant shall have learned that the proposal to open the gardens on Sundays 
has been repeatedly negatived by majorities of this Society increasing to the 
proportion of seven to one, he may be relied upon to take no step to set aside the 
constitutional decision of this Society, in furtherance of views so slenderly sup- 
ported amongst its members, and so repugnant, as the Comicil firmly believe, to 
the declared public opinion of the conntry. 

Adverting to the resolution of this Society so far back as the year 1836^ referred 
to in your letter, the Council have to regret that a single passage should have 
been extracted from a coi respondence spread oyer many months, by which the 
Society would seem to be charged with liaving, 25 years ago, withstood the 
authority of Parliament in respect to its property being held subject to a public 
trust, and for public benefit, and for the public use of the institutions only ; when 
a more accurate acquaintance with the proceedings of the Society would have 
shown the Lords’ Committee of Council on Education, that the resolution partially 
quoted in your letter was passed with the object of clearing up an abstract doubt 
raised, not by any claim put forward on the part of the Society, but by the first 
resolution of the Committee of the House of Commons, and which doubt the 
Society had been labouring by successive communications to dispel. 

The Council desire to acknowledge the substantial accuracy of that part of your 
letter, which sums up the items of aid accorded to this Society by Parliament for 
the years 1859-62 ; but it is not to be forgotten by their Lordships, that the sum 
of.e^^OOO I, annually voted to this Society by Parliament, includes a sum of 500 1. 
yearly which is handed over to the Zoological Society, and other sums, 
amounting to upwards of 200 1. per annum, paid for retiring or compensation 
allowances, and over which this Society has no control. 

The Council have observed with great satisfaction the increasing liberality of 
Parliament towards institutions having for their object the education of the people, 
and the improvement of the country, notwithstanding the fact that this Society 
(although possessing the great 'advantage of local direction and management, the 
support and co-operation of the nobility and gentry of Ireland, and of the scien- 
tific, professional, and commercial classes of the metropolis of this country), has 
hitherto failed to obtain any considerable share in that increased liberality. They 
do not complain that analogous institutions in London should have been so 
largely benefited thereby, but they believe that such calculations as those con- 
tained in your letter, showing that this Society, notwithstanding its enormous 
increase of public usefulness, is in receipt of a public grant considerably less 
than it received 60 years ago, cannot fail by comparison to exercise in its favour 
an important and beneficial influence. 

Having thus, as they conceive, replied to the statements contained in your 
letter of the 27th ultimo, the Council would respectfully call their Lordships’ 
attention to an important Minute of the Lords’ Committee of the Privy Council 
for Trade (Department of Science and Art), under date of 11th April 1854, 
which, in measuring and regulating the interference of the Department of 
Science and Art with the concerns of this Society, the Council have lieretofore 
viewed in the nature of a supplemental charter. 

Iti that Minute their Lordships state, that “ beyond aiding the Society in 
giving the fullest publicity to its labours, their Lordships will not interfere in its 
general management.” 

The Society and Council have at all times accepted that important Minute in 
its most essential particulars; upon the faith of it, they surrendered some of the 
most valued and time-honoured educational departments of their body ; and 
they respectfully claim its benefit to secure for them that independence of action, 
subject to the opinion of Parliament, which has hitherto been accorded to them 
without question. 

The Council of this Society form but the Executive Committee of a chartered 
body, embracing within its ranks the educated classes of Ireland of every 
denomination. 

The Society has admitted upon this, as upon many other questions, the 
authority of Parliament, as representing the public opinion of the nation, “to call 
for the modification of any rules or system of management in their departments, 
however approved by the vast majority of the Society, and the Council will con- 
tinue to note, as they have hitherto done, the opinion of Parliament in respect to 
such institutions or companies as the British Museum or the Crystal Palace, 
places for the improvement of the habits and tastes of the people, and affording 
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the means of healthful recreation,” as stated in your letter, and also any indica- 
tions which may seem to contravene the public opinion of this metropolis, as 
gathered from the votes of this mixed Society. ■ 

^ The Council has only to add, that so long as the principle of non-interference 
m the management of this Society (as contained in their Lordships’ Minute of 
the 11 th of April 1854) be admitted, and the opinions of Parliament be not 
expressed to the contrary, they feel themselves bound to uphold the unequivocal 
opinion of their Society, expressed as that has been by over-whelming ma]orities • 
at the same time, however, the Council desire to inform their Lordships that in 
defm’ence to the opinion expressed in your letter of the 27th ult., it now becomes 
their duty, and the Council will accordingly lay this correspondence before the 
Royal Dublin Society at its next general meeting, and -will lose no time in con- 
veying to their Lordships any resolution had thereupon by the Society at large. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) George W. MaunsellAT, „ 

Dunlo, jHonoraiy Secretaries. 

Norman Macleod, Esq., 

Department of Science and Art, South Kensington. 



Science and Art Department, South Kensington, 
Sir, 3 June 1861. 

The Lords of the Committee of Council on Education direct me to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th of May. 

My Lords have been given to understand that motions will be made in Parlia- 
ment to oppose the votes about to be submitted on behalf of ilie Royal Dublin 
Society; and the question will be raised how far a Society, largely assisted 
by public funds, is at liberty to claim independence of the control of the 
Government. 

Their Lordships, whilst they adhere to the opinions already expressed, will 
take no steps until they know what the opinion of Parliament is. They have 
caused the accompanying prdcis of the history of the Royal Dublin Society to be 
prepared for the inforaiatiou of Parliament,- and it will be printed with the 
correspondence already ordered. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) Henfy Cole, 

Royal Dublin Society, Dublin. Secretary. 



June 1861. No. 

Science and Ajit Department of the Committee of Council on Education, 
South EIensington. 



ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY. 



1. The Society was formed in 1731. 

2. Was Incorporated by Royal Charter in 1749. 

3. In 1761 the Irish Parliament, gave its first grant of 2,000Z. for tlie “ promotion of 
agriculture.” 

4. The Irish Parliament appears to have made annual grants in succeeding years. 

5. In 1800 the grant had increased to 15,500 Z. 

6. The first grant by the British Parliament was in 1801. 

7. The aimual grants from 1801 to 1829 were as follows: — 



1801 

1802-3-4 at 

1807 

1808 to 1818 at - 

1819 - 

1820 - i - 

1821 -to 1829 at - 



- £.11,071 

- - 5,076 per annum. 

11,077 

- - 9,231 per annum. 

9,200 . 

- 8,000 

- , , 7,000 per annum. 
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8 In 1829 a Select Committee of the Houae of Commons reported that “ Local Con- 
tiibutiofis Should be the test of the utUity of the Koyal Dublin Society, in order to justify 
the grant of public money.” 



9, Grants continued:— 

1830 - 

1831 - 

1832 - 



- £.5,250 
5,500 
6,625 



10 In January 1832, the Treasury resolved to reduce the annual gi-ant to 3,000 but 
after some correspondence bad passed, yielded, and the grant for the next four years was as 
follows : — 



1833-4-5-6 - . - - £.5,300 per annum. 



n In 1836 another Special Committee of the Houseof Commons reported. Upon which, 
22d August 1836, the Treasury passed the following Minute “ My Lords arc of opinion 
that the property of the Royal Dublin Society, arising partly from private subscriptions and 
mrtly £iW Parliamentary Grants, cannot be alienated, except with the sanction of the 
'JTeasury, and must be considered as a trust for the benefit of the public-” 

12. The 26th November 1836. Further Minute of the Treasury : " That from the year 
1800 to 1836, the Parliamentary Grants to the Society had amounted to 276,154^. That 
Parliament never -would have sanctioned these grants except for public purposes, and that 
the Treasury, without impljiiig any distrust of the Society, cannot allow any further grants 
until the question of the property in its buildings is finally settled.” 

13. ITie resolution of the Society on the above, was dated the 26th December 1836, and 
was as follows : That they do not claim the right of alienating any portion of their pro- 
perty for the private advantage of the members, and cannot feel any hesitation in admitting 
that they hola their property subject to a public trust, -with a view to the objects of the 
Charter and for the public use of the Institution only. That beyond this they cannot go, 
and if the Parliamentary grants are withdrawn, tliey must still endeavour,^ though with 
diminished means, to promote the valuable objects for which they were originally incor- 
porated.” 



14. The 9th June 1837. The Treasury resolve that the payment of the grant, which 
had been stopped, may be resumed. 

15, The grants were continued, — 



1837-38-39-40-41-42 - 

1843 - - - - 

1844 - - - - 

1845 - - - - 

1846 - - - - 

1847-48-49 - 

1850 - - - - 

1851 - - 

1862 - - - - 

1853 - - - - 



at £. 5,300 per annum 
„ 5,600 

„ 5,850 

„ 6,910 

„ 6,082 

„ 6,000 per annum. 

„ 6,500 

„ 6,260 

„ 6,340 

„ 6,340 



16. On the 7th .^rll 1854, the Treasury agreed to Dr. Playfair’s proposition that the 
grant to the Koyal Dublin Society for general piloses should be limited to 6,0001. per 
aenum. (See Correspondence in the Civil Ser-vice Estimates, No. 4.) 

17. Since the year 1854, the grant of 6,000/. per annum has been regularly voted, 
besides the following special grants 



1853-54 


For the Natural History Museum £. 2,500 


1854-55 


Glasnevin Gardens - 


190 


1856-56 


Ditto - - - 


- 1,000 


1856-57 


The Natural History Museum 


- 2,500 


1857-58 


Ditto - 


- 1,000 


1858-59 


Fittings for ditto 
For Museum - 


- 1,000 


1860-61 


£. 660 




Gardens - - - - 


1,711 






2,371 




. To be Voted: 




1861-62 


Museum - - - - 


£. 1,500 £. 




Library - - ' - 


- 300 




Gardens - - * - _ • 

Agricultural Hall - 


- 1,000 
- .500 




: 3,300 



18. Tlio 
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18. The general funds of the Eoyal Dublin Society are derived from three sources 

1. The Parliamentary Grant 6,000 

2. Members’ subscriptions. Yearly average for the last sir years 1,300 

3. The entrance fees and receipts for Cattie Shows, Museums, Sec. 



Yearly average for the last six years - - - . 1,100 

£. 8,400 

Expenditure : 

1. The Zoological Gardens 50O 

2. The Botanic Gardens, on an average of six years - - - 1,600 

3. Cattle Shows, Museums, &c., on an average of six years - 2,700 

4. Library, on an average of six years ----- 850 

5. Management, &c., &c., on an average of six years - - 2,750 

£. 8,400 



Royal Dublin Society, Kildare-slreet, 
Sir, Dublin, 31 May 1861. 

In accordance with the letter addressed to you by the Honorary Secretaries of 
this Society, dated the 18th instant, I am directed by the Council to send you 
the enclosed copy of a Minute of the proceedings of a Special General Meeting 
of the Royal Dublin Society, held on the 27th instant, to consider the question 
of opening the Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, to the public on Sundays. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) W. E. Steele, m.d., 

Norman Macleod, Esq., Assistant Secretary. 

Department of Science and Art, 

South Kensington. 



At a Special Meeting of the Royal Duhlin Society, held on Monday, 27 May 1861, 

The Earl of Clancarty, Vice-President, in the Chair : 

Jtead The correspondence between the Council of the Society and the Department of 

Science’and Art, on the subject of opening the Botanic Garden to the public on Sunday . 

Bead— Also, tlie foUowrog extract from the Minute of the Board of Trade Department of 
Science and Art, dated April 1854 : 

Lords consider that a similar rule should be ex en Library should be open to the 

while their Lordships think that the Museum, ar imnlv that the admission should he free 
publio for six days in the week, do. not mean to ^ ^ 

sibility of the Society in the management mstruct competent persons to report 

365. ^ 
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in giving the fullest publicity to its labours, tbeir Lordships will not interfere in its general 

™'Sf'toe%oIlowing Extract from the Report of the Deputation of the Royal Dublin 
Society to the Board of Trade, relative to the foregoing Minute, read at a meeting of the 
Society, dated 25 th May 1854 a 

“ Mr. Cardwell claimed for the Board of Trade the appointment ot professors, but would 
consider it for the interest of the public to consult this Committee with regard to new 
appointments. He also stated distinctly that the Royal Dublin Society should e.veroise its 
other functions free from any control of, or responsibility to. the Board of Trade, and that 
the Board pui-posed divesting itself of control over the School of Art as soon as it should 
become self-supporting.” 

Also, tke following Resolution of the Society passed thereon : — 

Resolved unanimcnisly, — That the Society agree to adopt the proposition of the Lords of 
the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, as explained in the Report of the deputation, and 
in Mr. Hamilton’s letter this day read; and that it he referred to the Council to make such 
arrarigemeuts for giving effect to the same as may be mutually agreed upon by them, in 
conjunction with the Board of Trade.” 

Also, the following letter from the Secretary of the Department of Science and Art, 
viz. ; — 

Department of Science and Art, 

«Sir, Marlborough House, 8 June 1861. 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 27 th May, in which is enclosed the Report of the Deputa- 
tion of the Royal Dublin Society, together with a copy of a resolution of the Society, 
passed unanimously thereon, on the 25th May : — 

“ I am to express their Lordships’ gratification that the proposals of my Lords, contained 
in their Minute of the 11th April, have been unanimously adopted by the Society. I am, 
at the same time, to draw your attention to a sentence in the report, when explaining the 
functions of the proposed committee, which might be afterwards misconstrued, although the 
general tone of the Report would seem to indicate that the deputation fully understood the 
general views of the Board of Trade with regard to the functions to be intrusted to that 
committee. 

“ The sentence to which I allude is as follows : ‘ The committee is to be intrusted with 

the general arrangement of all lectures connectedwithindustrial education to be given in both 
institutions, and also of the lectures to he delivered in the principal towns.’ I am to remind 
you that the functions of the proposed committee, as explained by the President of the 
Board of Trade to the deputation, were limited to those matters which concern both 
institutions jointly, while the separate responsibility of each for its own transactions will 
remain unimpaired. 

'*By this separate responsibility of the managers of the two institutions in regard to their 
separate functions, and by the cordial co-operation of the Royal Dublin Society with this 
Board in promoting the increased diffusion of scientific and industrial education, my Lords 
rejoice to believe that great benefits will result to the people of Ireland in the promotion of 
agriculture and manufactures and general knowledge. 

I have, &c. 

“ To the Secretary Royal Dublin Society. (signed) “ Lyon Playfair." 

It was then moved and seconded , — ‘‘ That the Society do adhere to tlie practice hitherto pur- 
sued, not to admit the public to their garden at Glasnevin on Sundays, a departure from which 
would violate a fandamental principle of the Society with which the Committee of Her 
Majesty’s Privy Council for Trade and Plantations by Minute, dated 11th day of April 
1854, expressed their determination not to interfere ; such Minute having become the 
basis of arrangements subseq^uently made and acted on in good faith by the Society.” 

To which the foUovring amendment was moved and seconded, 

“ That the Society is willing to adopt the recommendation of the Committee of Privy 
Council on Education, if means are provided to preserve the valuable collection of plants in 
the botanic Grardens from injury.” 

The amendment having been put, the Sodety divided thereon, when there appeared : 
Ayes - - - 40 1 Noes - - - 207. 

Whereupon, the Chairman declared the amendment to be negatived. 

The original motion was then put and carried. 
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Science and Art Department, South Kensington, 
Sii', _ ^ 4 June 1861. 

I AM directed by the Committee of Council on Education, to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 31st ult., transmitting a copy of a Minute passed 
at a special meeting of the Royal Dublin Society on the 27th ult. 

I am, &c. 

Dr. Steele, (signed) Korman Macleod. 

Royal Dublin Society, Dublin. 
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